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It was May of 1989 and just about all of the adults from ECC (about 60 of us) attended a Dream 
Retreat near Shipshewanna with the purpose of determining our direction as a church.  After a day 
of ideas, we came up with, “We Learn It to Live It”.  

Overnight, someone in our group thought of a way to make it more succinct and “His Word, Our 
Walk” was born. 

After 28 years, that is still the dream. 

In 2017, we finished a nearly three-year study of Luke before moving to the Old Testament to 
learn about King Solomon.  In the summer, after the congregation gave suggestions, we 
completed a “You Asked for It” sermon series about issues that sometimes seem complicated.  In 
September we started a study of Genesis 1-11; we completed the year looking at Joseph, the 
adoptive Dad of Jesus.   

Through all of it, our desire is to not just know these things but to incorporate the lessons into our 
lives.  On the following pages we will be reminded of the many ways we have learned to live more 
obediently as we follow Christ.  There are also many statistics which never tell the whole story but 
do help us evaluate our effectiveness in some areas.  It is good to look back and remember what 
God has done in our midst. 

What a joy it is to examine the Word and grow together! 

Pastor Denny 
Lead Pastor 

Like most years, 2017 had ups and downs, highs and 
lows, and in-between moments.  We celebrated. We 
cried.  We witnessed baptisms.  We gathered together 
and dug into God’s Word.  We sent out missions teams.  
The list goes on and on.  

This year God, through His divine plan, invited us to 
participate in His greater story of redemption.  By 
God’s power, we followed our mission: To make 
disciples through applying His Word to Our Walk. 

Learning To Live



 

Group Life is an important connection point within our church because we believe a 
healthy disciple belongs to a local body and is pursuing and living out gospel-centered 
community. 
Groups  ECC Groups consist of 8-16 people who meet regularly for the purpose of applying 
God's Word to the every day aspects of life as they pray, study, and serve alongside one 
another. 
Support & Recovery Groups Our Counseling Center provides health, healing and hope to 
individuals by applying God's Word to life challenges.  To aid the healing & growth process, 
these Christ-centered groups meet about adoption, anxiety, Alzheimer’s and dementia, divorce, 
and grief.

Life  
At  
Emmanuel

38    Total groups

386    People in groups

74    Group leaders

307    People attended Support & Recovery Groups

10    Recovery group leaders

1,976    Counseling sessions



 

Grow In His Word  
Designed to follow specific 
themes through the Bible, 

Grow In His Word is an 
orderly study that provides 
“hooks” and memory tools 
to help students grasp not 

only what happened in 
Scripture, but in what 

order! Many have said it is 
the first time they’ve 

understood the Bible or 
have been able to put the 

Bible in its order.  Such 
confidence encourages 
students to share their 

understanding of the 
Scriptures and their faith 

with others.

1,082    
         people in GROW & other classes

89 
         people attended eCONNECT

1,831 
         in average weekly attendance

69 
      new members

31 Baptisms

eCONNECT is for people who are new to ECC.  This first step towards membership 
provides information about the church and helps people get connected in a deeper way.



 

From January 
through 
December, we 
walked 
through seven 
sermon series 
together as a 
church.



 

The Next 
Generation

“As a Christian wife, mom, disciple, and 
Sunday school teacher…I am so blessed to 
be learning right alongside my Kindergarten 
class and am just as excited and taken back 
[as they are] by some of the things we learn 
each week.” - Kristin Streby 



 

WHAT DO WE TEACH?  

Our Kids and Student Ministries build on each 
other to provide a solid foundation.  Kids’ Walk 

(grades K-5) follows The Gospel Project® 
curriculum which is a chronological, Christ-

centered Bible study examining how Scripture 
(His Word) points to Jesus Christ. Over the 

course of three years, kids journey from Genesis 
to Revelation and discover how God’s plan of 

redemption unfolds through history and still 
applies today (Our Walk).   

In Student Ministry (grades 6-12), Students meet 
on Sundays(Collide/Impact) and 

Wednesdays(Ignite).  On Sundays, students work 
through a curriculum governed by the rhythm of 

the year.  They start with a focus on community 
building during the beginning of the school 

year, move on through a series on the character 
of God and finish the year with challenging 

theological topics.  On Wednesdays, they follow 
the STAGES and REPORT rhythm from the 

GROW in His WORD study of the Bible. 

378    Average weekly Kid’s Walk attendance

73    Kids that attended summer camp

200    Average Student Ministry attendance

394    Kids that attended VBS

192    Kids that attended Upward Sports

225    Students that attended Headrush

54    Students that attended Missions Trips



 

Rachael and 
Stephanie seem 
to have hit it off 
from their very 
first Wednesday 
night Ignite 
Meeting. 
Stephanie was a 
6th grade 
student, invited 
by a good friend 
and was brand 
new to the youth 
group. Rachael 
was a brand new 
adult Youth 
Leader, getting 
her first taste of 
youth ministry.  

Week after week in 2017, our classrooms have been bursting at the seams 
with children and students.  We are also seeing God’s Word spread, which is 
amazing!  As God’s people, we are all called to come alongside families in 

teaching, encouragement and support. Imagine the potential impact of an entire 
church diligently discipling their kids from cradle to college.  Here is one of those 

impact stories from Brian Kramer, our Middle School Pastor: 

Rachael’s assignment was to begin herding the significant energies of a large 
group of 6th grade girls toward becoming a community of young women 
learning to follow Jesus together. God was at work! Stephanie was wowed by 
the God of the Bible. She began asking Rachael questions about how to read 
the Bible and how to follow Jesus. She was given a new Bible by Rachael, and 
started her new journey with Jesus by reading along with the group (starting 
out with a chapter from Leviticus every week, no less!). Rachael and Stephanie 
continue to meet at least once a week.



  Whether it is 
leading a small 

group of high 
school students or 
praying for a baby 

as you change a 
diaper, we hope to 
have many more of 

you join us in 
seeing the next 

generation come 
to know the Lord.

80    
         preschool volunteers

83    
         elementary volunteers

29    
         able (special needs) volunteers

43    
         student ministry volunteers

98    
         upwards volunteers



 

Hundreds of volunteers serve at Emmanuel each week.  These volunteers are greeting people at the doors, 
playing on the Worship Team, teaching in Children’s & Student Ministries, leading a Group, working in the 
tech booth or serving with a local REACH partner.  They are all giving their time and talents to serve those 
inside and outside the church. 

Our Volunteers
135     

82 

care volunteers

worship art volunteers

18facilities volunteers

23 finance volunteers

While we have many 
volunteers who serve, it 
continues to be an area 
of great need at ECC.  
Talk to our pastors, or 
click on “Get Involved” 
at the top of our 
website’s homepage to 
take the next step.



 

Reaching Out
We have the greatest message to share.  God loves us and wants us to be with Him forever!  
This is why we have entered into partnerships with others who share the same message.  Along 
with our partners, we have taught women to sew, written letters to children who live far away, 
served meals to homeless men, coached teens in sports, helped build homes and equipped 
missionaries to serve . . . we want people to know Jesus.  We participate in our world and 
expand our reach so that by all means we might offer this message of hope.  We never get 
enough of hearing stories of how God has gripped a heart and changed a life because we 
want to see the truth God has taught us shared with everyone. 

Pastor Steve Fish 
Teaching/REACH Pastor

One of the guys [at the FW Rescue Mission] shares thoughts 
about himself like 'you are worthless; you have no value; you 

will never get away from this.’  I remind him that these are the 
old messages of when he was not a Christian.  The issue is not 

how deep his sin goes, but how bright God’s love is.

“
MARK SEARLES, R.M. VOLUNTEER



 

Local Partners

FCA 

A Hope Center 

Smith Academy 

The Rescue Mission Fort Wayne 

Youth For Christ

Roberts Family in Honduras   
Cornerstone Foundation 

Katelyn Leninger in Thailand 
Destiny Rescue 

Datema Family in California 
Frontier Ventures 

International Needs: Columbia 

UB Global: India 

Shrock Family in South Africa 
Teen Mission Intrl. 

Glunt Family in Thailand  
UB Global

International Partners 

$65,000 
given to local partners

$162,000 
         given to international partners

In 2017, YOU helped 
raise $15,880 
through the Easter 
Breakfast and other 
trip fundraisers. On 
top of that, $3,000 
was given in 
scholarships to 
people on their first 
mission trip.



 

Brian and Rachel Glunt are missionaries in Thailand from ECC.  Their desire as a family is to play a 
part in God’s restoration of relationships.   

Thailand, although referred to as the “Land of Smiles," is a very spiritually dark place.  Less than 0.5% are 
followers of Christ who share the Gospel and the name of Jesus through word and action!  With the plight of 

human trafficking and social tensions between the ethnic Thai and other ethnic minorities, Thailand is in 
desperate need of the reconciliation and restoration that is only found in Christ. “It is humbling to be invited 

to participate in what God is and will be doing in Thailand,” Brian says. 

Although living in Thailand is a change from living in Indiana, the Glunts continue to meet people that are 
impacting their lives and have become a source of encouragement that they need as they set up their new 

lives in Thailand.   

They want to be faithful to what Jesus has called them to do.  Let’s pray that the Glunts, as a family, can 
establish meaningful relationships and share God’s Word with their new friends and neighbors.

The 
Glunt’s  
Story



 

Resources for 
Everyday

We've always been a resourcing church.  These resources include sermons, blogs, RightNow Media, music and more.

Most Viewed Sermon 
Testing Jesus - At The Temple

48,412 
      total website visits

185 
      total ECC app downloads

274 
      “Visit Us” page views

8,560 
      total sermons viewed

107 people from other 
countries that visited our site

1,526 Facebook Likes

460 Instagram Followers



 

Giving & 
Generosity 

$457,525MINISTRY   
children, youth, worship, missions, care, counseling, benevolence, classes, 
events, etc.

MINISTRY SERVICES   
operations, facilities, technology, office, software, finance, debt service, 
capital expenditures 

$878,700

$1,962,400

$3,298,625

PERSONNEL 
compensation and benefits for all full-time and part-time staff and interns

TOTAL BUDGET 
Our budget cycle runs on a fiscal year basis from 9/1/2017 to 8/31/2018



 

The Cost of Creating 
Disciples

The purpose of Emmanuel Community Church is to create disciples. Many times we don’t realize that there 
is a financial cost to fulfilling the purpose God has given the church. We are blessed to have so many faithful 
givers and we very rarely need to ask for additional financial support. Sometimes we don’t do a great job of 
communicating how the financial resources of the church are being used. We hope to begin updating you 
more often on our financial status.  

In the fall of 2014 we completed a new children’s wing, classroom renovations, and worship center audio/
video upgrade in the amount of $4.3 Million. Since that time, the Lord has blessed ECC with significant 
growth and a flourishing children’s ministry. Currently, we have a mortgage balance outstanding of $2.3M 
from the project and it is our goal is to pay off this remaining balance very quickly. 

In fiscal year 2017 we fell short of what we hoped to receive by $144,000. However, our expenses were 
$206,000 less than were budgeted. Even though we were slightly below budget last year our current year 
budget has increased to $3,298,625. 

These may seem like large numbers to you and come as a surprise!  The Lord has blessed ECC and we have 
been able to cover our expenses and build a small reserve that will allow us to cover emergencies and/or 
follow the Spirit’s promptings when new ministry opportunities present themselves. 

For the mature disciple, giving is a joyful act of obedience, and we thank you for your generous giving.  
However, we want you to be aware, that practically, continued discipleship is a challenge without your 
continued generosity.  As we look to the future, ask God what He would have you give in the next year, not 
only in your finances but in your time, your service, and your life.  

Please pray for our elders as they seek to be good stewards of His resources. 

Pastor Brent Stringer 
Executive Pastor 



 While it is good to look back, review, and remember, it is also 
important to look ahead and plan.   

One of the common traps for Christians is to focus on DOING rather 
that BEING.  The Pharisees focused constantly on doing and Jesus 
saved His harshest words for them. 

So, 2018 is going to be a year where we focus on BEING a faithful 
follower of Christ. 

In 2017 we focused on BALANCE and looked at four area of balance: 
Mental,  Physical, Relational and Spiritual.  In 2018 we will take just 
the Spiritual quadrant and try to drill down on it. 

We don’t want to make a list of things to do (pray, read the Bible, 
etc.).  Those things should be a product of who we are!  Instead, 
we’re going to ask some questions that focus on who we should be 
and regularly evaluate our progress. 

To help us stay on track we will be studying the Book of 1 Corinthians 
and studying a group of people who appear much like Pharisees.  We 
will see what Paul suggests for them to escape the traps of Empty 
Religion, Exotic Rituals, Exterior Holiness and Extreme Arrogance. 

In June and July, we will take a break from 1 Corinthians and turn to 
the life of the Prophet Samuel.  And guess what?  We will see that he 
was constantly facing the same issues with the people of Israel. 

My dream for 2018 is that we can develop a broader understanding 
of His Word, Our Walk.  We often think about Our Walk in the sense 
of what we DO.  My hope is that it can become more about WHO we 
ARE! 

What people will remember about us and what will draw others to 
faith is NOT what we do, but who we are! 

This is the year of BEING.  The DOING will follow naturally! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Denny 
Lead Pastor 

My Dream For Us In 2018




