
How to Lead Side/Side Groups with Students

As Adult Youth Leaders and student leaders at ECC, one of our main jobs is to help others 
recognize when God may be up to something in their life, and to provide the encouragement 
necessary for them to respond to him. Also, we recognize that there will be some students with 
which we connect more deeply than others. A Side/Side Group can be the sweet spot between 
these two things. In a Side/Side Group you will invite a student to meet with you up to three 
times over a two week period to focus on a strategic response to God’s loving initiative. Here’s 
how to do it…
 
Pay attention to a student’s response to questions in a group setting, observed changes in their 
life, answers to personal questions, etc…
 
1. Try to identify the response they are being led toward, and select a study that matches:

For Chair 1 (not yet believing) students, Middle or High School 
The Life Book, JOHN (White Cover)

• At the first meeting, get acquainted with the book by starting at the red page (p. 3) and 
reviewing the table of contents, as well as pages 4&5, so they understand the “voices” that 
accompany the actual Bible text. Then, take turns, reading out loud, from pages 7-14 (this is 
a summary of the Old Testament). After that, decide upon a chunk of pages to read before 
your next meeting from the Book of John (I suggest at least chapters 1-3). Each person 
should make these notations while reading: underline for good points and stuff you agree 
with, circles for incredible words or moments, questions marks for things you don’t quite 
understand, and X’s for stuff you disagree with. 

• At your second meeting, review the reading and the marks each person has made, then 
decide upon the next chunk of reading (I suggest at least chapters 18-20), making the same 
marks as last time. 

• During your third meeting, review the marks each person has made, then finish your time 
together by going over pages 93-96, responding to their level of interest with page 97.

OR, The Life Book, MARK (Gray Cover)
• At the first meeting, get acquainted with the book by starting at the red page (p. 5) and 

reviewing the table of contents, as well as pages 6&7, so they understand the “voices” that 
accompany the actual Bible text. Then, take turns, reading out loud, from pages 9-15 (this is 
a summary of the Old Testament). After that, decide upon a chunk of pages to read before 
your next meeting from the Book of Mark (I suggest at least chapters 1-3). Each person 
should make these notations while reading: underline for good points and stuff you agree 
with, circles for incredible words or moments, questions marks for things you don’t quite 
understand, and X’s for stuff you disagree with. 

• At your second meeting, review the reading and the marks each person has made, then 
decide upon the next chunk of reading (I suggest at least chapters 14-16), making the same 
marks as last time. 

• During your third meeting, review the marks each person has made, then finish your time 
together by going over pages 83-86, responding to their level of interest with page 87.



For Chair 2 (believing and growing) students - 
Middle School

• 33 Things that Happen at the Moment of Salvation (New Believer Study): Discovering what 
God does in our lives at the moment we commit our lives to Him and take on our new 
identity in Jesus.  

• SOAP Bible Study: Learning how to read the Bible by using the SOAP method of Scripture, 
Observation. Application, and Prayer. 

High School
• Identity(New Believer Study): Learning to root your identity and purpose in Christ
• Walk: Learning to walk in obedience to the Spirit’s leading
• Talk: Learning to talk with God in prayer, and talk to others about God
• Feed: Learning to study God’s Word
• Clean: Learning a life of confession, continual repentance, and forgiveness

For Chair 3 (workers, starting to serve) students - Eternal CPR teams 
• Teams are for high school students and will meet for 3 weeks prior to Headrush and the 

High School Winter Chill.

2. Let Brian or Matt know. We want to celebrate with you, give you any necessary “cover,” as 
well as make sure we are spreading our influence evenly among the group.
 
3. Invite the student to a certain place at a certain time. Breakfasts can work well for this.
 

Meeting #1 - Get to know one another a little better, work on the first set of material 
together, assign “homework” of two more studies, confirm the next meeting time and 
place.
 
Meeting #2 - See how its been going, review assignments, encourage and challenge as 
necessary, work on the next set of material together, assign “homework” of last two 
studies (only one more study, if working through Clean), confirm next meeting time and 
place.
 
Meeting #3 - Catch up, review assignments, and celebrate!


