
Prayer Guide for the Persecuted Church  
 

Scripture makes it clear that Christians are called to remember and pray for 
brothers and sisters facing hardship and persecution due to their faith in Christ.   
Hebrews 13:3 says:  

“Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and 
those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body.”  
 
  

This prayer guide is based on passages from 2 Thessalonians chapter 1. This 
chapter gives us insight into how we might pray for our persecuted brothers and 
sisters around the world. Read the Scriptures and then use the prompts to fuel 
your own praying.  
 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-4  

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, 
because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for 
one another is increasing.  4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about 
your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  
 
1. Pray for your brothers and sisters to grow more and more in their faith in    
      Christ.  
2. Pray for the love of Christ to increase in the lives of persecuted Christians.  
3. Pray for perseverance and faith in all the trials being endured by   
      persecuted Christians.  

  
 
2 Thessalonians 1:5-10  

5 All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be 
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. 6 God is 
just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you 
who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will 
punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from 
the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he comes 
to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who 
have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you.  



 
1. Pray that the persecuted church will be counted worthy of the kingdom of   
      God.  
2. Pray for relief for those who are troubled by persecution.  
3. Pray for God’s people to have boldness to share the gospel with those who  
     need to be saved from everlasting destruction.  

  
2 Thessalonians 1:11-12  

11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you 
worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every 
desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so 
that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, 
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

  
1. Pray that God makes the church worthy of his calling.  
2. Pray that God’s power causes fruit to bear through the faithful deeds of His  

people.  
3. Pray that the name of Jesus is glorified in the lives and witness of the  

persecuted church.  
  
2 Thessalonians 1:3-4  

3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters, and rightly so, 
because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for 
one another is increasing.  4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about 
your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.  

  
Close by thanking God for our persecuted brothers and sisters around the world. 
Thank God for their dedication to Christ, their example to us of perseverance, and 
their witness to a world in desperate need of the gospel.  
 


