
We are Forgiven 

Have someone ever hurt you so badly that you had to cut off the friendship? 

Have you ever hurt someone so deeply that they stopped being your friend? 

It might be hard to believe, but we’ve all done that to God. In the Bible we read, “ It’s your sins 
that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, (God) has turned away and will not listen 
anymore.” That’s a big deal because sin separates. It separates us from our friends and families. 
It separates us from our purpose. Most importantly, it separates us from God. God is life. If 
we’re separated from him, that means death! That’s bad news. 

But God loves people. God is good and full of mercy. So, God made arrangements for dealing 
with sin. Before Jesus was born, we were told that he would save his people from their sins. 
When Jesus interacted with people, he oJen forgave their sins. He even said his blood would be 
poured out as a sacrifice to forgive the sins of many. While he hung on a cross, he forgave those 
that were involved in his execuMon. 

The Apostle Paul reflected on all this in Colossians 2:13–15. 

• How does verse 13 describe our condiMon in the first half of the verse? 

• What about the second half? 

• According to verse 14, what happened to the record of charges against us? 

Now, scroll down a bit and read Colossians 3:13.  

• The first half of the verse tells us how we should treat other people. What are we told? 

• The second half of the verse tells us why we should treat other people that way. What are 
we told? 



“CondemnaMon” means being found guilty and worthy of punishment. Through Christ’s 
forgiveness we find that “there is no condemna<on for those who belong to Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1). Because of Jesus’ work, God turns his face toward us once again. We are reunited 
with him, and we can celebrate the complete forgiveness of all of our sins — past, present and 
future. This makes us want to pass on forgiveness to others. 

Who do you know that needs to hear and/or experience this message?  

How can you help them today? 

Close this study by praying for them by name. 



We are God’s Children 

Around 4000 years ago, God asked a man named Abram to leave his known world and follow 
him (God would eventually change his name to Abraham). God promised to make a great naMon 
out of him and to bless all families on earth through him, if he conMnued to trust God and follow 
him.  

A li[le later, Abram was having trouble trusMng God. God knew this, and took the Mme to affirm 
his promises to him by taking him outside at night to look at the stars. God told him, “That’s 
how many descendants you will have.” These stars represented people throughout history who 
would trust God and follow him, like Abram did. 

Have you ever been outside, away from modern lights and distracMons, on a clear and moonless 
night? The stars are crazy! They’re so bright, and there’s so many that it would be impossible for 
a human to count them. How did God plan to give Abram that many descendants? Might one of 
those stars have represented you? Can we actually become one of Abram’s children, ge^ng in 
on a promise God made 4ooo years ago? If so, how?  

The answer has a lot to do with Abraham’s physical children, the Jewish people. These people 
had a special relaMonship with God, for they were the way he chose to reveal himself to the 
whole world. Much of their story can be found in the Bible’s Old Testament. Their enMre mission 
culminated in Jesus, in whom God fulfilled all his promises.  

Check out John 1:10-13 

• Who is this person (“him” or “he”) that this passage menMons? 

• What does it mean to “believe and accept him?” 

• What is the result of believing and accepMng him? 

Now, turn to and read Gala<ans 3:26-29 

• Write verse 29, word for word, here: 



Even though most of us are not 
physically related to Abraham, we 
can be included as one of God’s 
children by responding the same 
way he did to God, by trusMng God 
and following him. 

Close by praying this prayer adapted from A.W. Tozer, in his book The Pursuit of God:  

I sense that I am a child of God. I know that God is my Father and I am the object of His 
constant love and a<en=on. I am in awe that His concern and care for me are never 
ending, and that His pa=ence, compassion, mercy, and understanding are always given 
to me. In every situa=on of life, no ma<er how unusual or strange, I am certain that I am 
His and He is mine. Amen. 



We are Jesus’ Friend 

Two people are referred to as God’s friend in the Old Testament. See if you can figure out who 
they were.  

• Exodus 33:11 - God’s friend was ______________ 

• Isaiah 41:8 - God’s friend was ______________ 

Jesus’ disciple, John, was also known as a friend of God. Check out these thoughts about his 
relaMonship with Jesus from author Robert C. Crosby… 

The more I read about John, the more I became convinced that of all the disciples, he 
was the closest to Jesus. John repeatedly refers to himself as "the disciple whom Jesus 
loved.” 

John dared to do what others would not: to come close to Christ. When the other 
disciples sat around the table at the last supper, he reclined against Jesus. When the 
others fled from the cross, John stood before his bleeding, dying friend. I’m convinced it 
was his passionate friendship with Jesus that enabled John to outrun Peter to the empty 
tomb. John seemed to savor what others perhaps missed. 

On the eve of His execu=on, Jesus made an astounding invita=on recorded by John 
alone. 

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his 
friends… I no longer call you servants, because a servant does 
not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made 
known to you.—Jn. 15:13, 15 

At the cross, Jesus was not primarily laying down His life for His followers, His 
students, or even His servants. No, Jesus laid down his life for his friends. 

If I had to guess what Jesus would want to call me, it would have been one of those 
other words. Follower, student, servant, or disciple all seem more logical—and useful—
choices. But friend? That’s something I never would have expected.  

- from Discipleship Journal, Issue 128 

Turn to John 15 and look again at verses 13-16.  

According to verse 14, what reveals our friendship with Jesus? 

According to verse 15, what’s the difference between being a servant and being a 
friend? 



According to verse 16, how does one become Jesus’ friend?   

It was common for teachers in Jesus’ day to call their followers servants, but Jesus, as he oJen 
did, took a different path. He called his followers friends. Here are some ways friendship is 
described in the book of Proverbs, in the Bible, with some thoughts on how they might relate to 
being Jesus’ friend… 

To close out your Mme, try this…. Concentrate on your idenMty as Jesus’ friend, one for whom he 
laid down his life. Close your eyes and open your arms and welcome him close. Prayerfully sit 
like this for about a minute.  

Proverb
What does it say about 

friendship?
How might this relate to 

being Jesus’ friend?

The godly give good advice to their friends; 
the wicked lead them astray. (12:26)

Real friends give good 
advice to one another.

Jesus’ words can always 
be trusted.

Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, 
but dwelling on it separates close friends. (17:9)

Real friends don’t hold 
grudges. They forgive each 
other.

Jesus did what was 
necessary so that he can 
always forgive us.

Wounds from a sincere friend 
are be[er than many kisses from an enemy. 
(27:6)

Real friends gently speak 
the truth to each other, 
even when it’s difficult.

Jesus doesn’t hold back 
truth. He wants to help us 
become better.



We are Chosen to Produce Fruit 

When you’re a farmer, having crops that produce fruit is a big deal. Producing good fruit means 
ongoing life. Lack of fruit, or bad fruit, indicates probable death.  

In the Bible, people whose life reflect a deep love for God are oJen compared to fruimul crops, 
as in Psalm 1:3: 

They are like trees planted along the riverbank,  
bearing fruit each season.  

Their leaves never wither,  
and they prosper in all they do. 

See how Jesus uses this kind of imagery by reading John 15:5-8. 

• According to John 15:5, who is the vine? 

• Who are the branches? 

• How much fruit are the branches able to produce apart from their connecMon to the vine? 

• What do you think it means for us to “remain” in Jesus? 

• According to verse 6, what happens to branches that are not connected to the vine? 

• What might cause someone to be disconnected from Jesus? 

In this passage, Jesus seems to be stressing how important it is for his followers to conMnue to 
stay connected to him. No other plan or purpose will produce fruit. In fact, anything else will 



lead to our destrucMon! But, staying locked on to Jesus will lead to a life of real love, eternal 
value, and inMmate and effecMve prayer.  

Here’s what a mentor of mine had to say about the beauty of inMmate and effecMve prayer: 

Those who stay connected to Jesus are the ones who will experience a changed life because 
they are drawn by God’s Spirit into a deep relaMonship of love with both Jesus and the Father. 

Finish this Mme together by drawing a picture of what it might look like for you to remain in 
Jesus… 



We are God’s Temple 

The Jewish Temple began as a movable tent in the desert that served as the place where God 
camped among his people. It developed into a more permanent structure that sat on a high 

structure in the Northeast corner of the city of 
Jerusalem. It conMnued to serve at least three 
important funcMons among God’s people: 

1.The building was how God’s PRESENCE would 
be recognized among his people. 

2.The building was where sacrifices would be 
made for the FORGIVENESS of sins. 

3.The building was where God’s WORSHIP was 
centered.  

This building was God’s idea, as revealed in Exodus 25:8-9 

Have the people of Israel build me a holy sanctuary so I can live among them. You 
must build this Tabernacle and its furnishings exactly according to the paIern I will 
show you. 

God had great plans for this place. However, these plans were not what one would expect. 
Eventually, Jesus showed up at the Temple. Let’s see how it went… 

Check out John 2:13-22.  

• How would you describe Jesus’ thoughts about the acMviMes going on at this Temple? 

• In verses 19-21, to what does Jesus compare the Temple? 

Jesus was claiming that he would be the place where the three funcMons of the Temple would 
take place… 



Jesus is God, PRESENT among his people 

Jesus provided the sacrifice for the FORGIVENESS of sin 

All WORSHIP of God is directed through Jesus 

Jesus shares these privileges and responsibiliMes with those of us who trust and follow him. It’s 
like Jesus is the poured foundaMon of a new Temple, and we are the building blocks of that 
Temple… 

Don’t you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit of 
God lives in you? - 1 Corinthians 3:16 

Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives in you and 
was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a 
high price. So you must honor God with your body. - 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

This means that, in the world, those of us who belong to Jesus… 

…represent God’s PRESENCE 

…extend God’s FORGIVENESS 

…direct God’s WORSHIP 



We are the Salt of the Earth 

Jesus compares those who hear and put his teaching into pracMce to salt (yes… salt… like, the 
stuff on your tables alongside the pepper. Weird, 
huh?!): 

Read Ma\hew 5:13 

What does Jesus say about salt in this verse? 

During the Mme of history in which Jesus was speaking, salt was used to preserve stuff that 
could spoil. If you caught a fish, you couldn’t put it in the refrigerator. You’d have to pack it in 
salt if you wanted it to last without spoiling.  

Jesus seems to say that his followers will act as people who keep stuff in the world from going 
bad, like helping people who have hurt each other forgive and make peace, or being the person 
who changes the direcMon of a conversaMon when gossip starts being shared. 

The Bible also speaks to other uses for salt… 

Flavor 
Don’t people complain about unsalted food? Does anyone want the tasteless white of an 
egg? -Job 6:6 

• How might you be able to add some “spice” to the lives of those around you today 
by the way you live and speak? 

Worship  
(When offering a bull or ram) You are to present them to the Lord, and the priests are to 
sprinkle salt on them and offer them as a burnt offering to the Lord. -Ezekiel 43:24 

• How might you be able to help others pay a[enMon to God today? 



In Ma[hew 5:13, Jesus told us that salt that’s no longer “salty” would be tossed on the ground 
and trampled on. This can happen when we fail to separate ourselves from the influence of sin 
in our lives, let other relaMonships challenge the centrality of our relaMonship with Jesus, waste 
Mme and energy worrying about ge^ng and maintaining “stuff,” or even try to avoid the 
suffering that comes from being idenMfied with Jesus. 

Salt makes the world be[er by preserving, flavoring, and contribuMng to worship. But it can also 
bring ruin when it’s no longer “salty.” That’s how it is with Jesus’ people. People who belong to 
Jesus make the earth a be[er place. But they can do so only as long as they preserve their 
character by following Jesus closely. 

End your Mme today by praying this prayer: 

Jesus, you have compared us to salt. Would you help us to preserve what is good, to flavor what 
would otherwise be bland and joyless, and to inspire worship of you? Also, please help us 
maintain the quality of our life in you. We confess our sin to you (take a moment to do this). 
Where we have valued other rela=onships above our rela=onship with you, where we have 
poured our =me and energy into gecng and maintaining stuff, and where we have turned from 
your invita=on to suffer difficulty along side you, forgive us and renew us. Amen.  



We are the Light of the World 

The use of electric lights in our world today is obvious, from light bulbs to computers and smart 
phone screens. But, try to take yourself back to a Mme when a flame was the only known source 
of lighMng. For lighMng a home, an oil lamp was used. For safer movement at night, a torch was 
used. People primarily lived bunched together in ciMes and towns, so these communiMes were 
clearly visible at night due to the collecMon of household lamps, cooking and warming fires, and 
torches, parMcularly if they sat higher than the darkened surrounding land. Now, check out 
what Jesus has to say about light in Ma\hew 5:14-16. 

Look closely at verse 16. What is it that “shines out” from people who belong to Jesus? 

What is the result of these good deeds? 

This light isn’t something that comes from within you and I. Just like being connected to an 
electrical current makes a bulb shine, we must be connected to a power source. Our power 
source is Jesus. In John 8:12 Jesus says, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you 
won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light that leads to life.”  

In light of this (see what I did there?), Ephesians 5:3-9 says,  

3 Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no 
place among God’s people. 4 Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes—these are 
not for you. Instead, let there be thankfulness to God. 5 You can be sure that no immoral, 
impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of Christ and of God. For a greedy 
person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.  
6 Don’t be fooled by those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on 
all who disobey him. 7 Don’t par=cipate in the things these people do. 8 For once you 
were full of darkness, but now you have light from the Lord. So live as people of light! 
9 For this light within you produces only what is good and right and true. 

According to verse 8, what was once true of you? 

What is now true of you? 

So what should you now do? 



According to verse 9, what does the light within you produce? 

Years ago, I heard someone compare the idea of “shining our light” to the relaMonship between 
the sun and the moon. The sun is the source of 
light. The moon produces no light of its own. 
However, at night, the moon provides light 
because it reflects the light of the sun, just like we 
produce no light of our own, but reflect the light 
that comes from Jesus. I like it, except for one 
thing: the moon seems like such a cold place! So, 
when you think about this, imagine that the moon 
is warmed by the absorpMon of the sun’s rays, as 
well as reflecMng those rays to the earth. For we 
are both called and enabled to experience the warmth and inner transformaMon of God’s love 
through Jesus, and to reflect that love in good work that brings glory to God. 

Pray this: 
Father, would you warm me with your love through Jesus? Bring the changes that you want to 
make in my life as a result of his life and work. As you transform me, lead me to par=cipate in 
the good work that you would have me do today. I don’t want this world to suffer the sickness 
and hopelessness that comes from lack of light anymore.  



We are New People 

What are the qualiMes that make a person your age popular or successful? List a few of them 
here: 

•   

•   

•   

How might Jesus compare to these standards? 

2 Corinthians 5:16-17 tells us how strange it can be to evaluate Jesus in these ways. Read these 
verses. 

 Fill in these blanks using the NLT version of verse 17: 

This means that anyone who ________________ to Christ has become a 

 ____  ________. The ____ life is gone; a ____ life has begun!  

What was so bad about the “old life?” Why would we want it gone? And what’s so great about 
this “new life?” Let’s answer these quesMons by looking at the verses that precede the passage 
we’ve already read… 

Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old 
life. 15 He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for 
themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.  

• In the old life, who did we live for (see the beginning of verse 15 for a hint)?  

• Who do we live for in the new life? (see the last part of verse 15) 



• What did Jesus do for us in order to bring us this new life, according to the last few 
words in the passage directly above? 

We were once separated and estranged from God because of our sin. But, on the cross Jesus 
made the ulMmate sacrifice so that we can now have peace with God.  

And we’re not the only ones God made peace with. End your Mme today by prayerfully 
reflecMng on Colossians 1:19-20 

19 For God in all his fullness  
was pleased to live in Christ,  

20 and through him God reconciled  
everything to himself.  

He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth  
by means of Christ’s blood on the cross. 



We are Holy People 

What do you think about when you think of the words, “holy” or “saint?” 

According to this, would you qualify?  YES NO 

Would you want to qualify?  YES NO 

OJen, when we think about being holy, we think it’s impossible. We also think it's una[racMve; 
like someone who cares li[le for the world around them, someone who thinks they’re be[er 
than others, and someone who’s the target of other people’s jokes.  

Some of this is true, some isn’t. 

For a be[er way to think about being holy, let’s check out what the Bible has to say about God, 
himself… 

“Who is like you among the gods, O Lord— glorious in holiness, 
awesome in splendor, performing great wonders? - Exodus 
15:11 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Heaven’s Armies!  
The whole earth is filled with his glory!” - Isaiah 6:3b 

• Jesus is described in this way a number of Mmes in the Bible. For example, how does Peter 
refer to Jesus in John 6:68-69? 

Since God is holy, he has a way of making the things that belong to him holy. If you trust in 
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrecMon, you belong to him. Therefore, YOU ARE HOLY! 



The Apostle Peter, the same one who called Jesus “the Holy One of God” in the passage you 
read above, writes about how God’s people must live in 1 Peter 1:14-16… 

So you must live as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living 
to sa<sfy your own desires. You didn’t know any be\er then. But now you must be 
holy in everything you do, just as God who chose you is holy. For the Scriptures say, 
“You must be holy because I am holy.” 

Can you think of any “old ways of living” that you need to put in the past?  

God wants to help you with that. Jesus even taught us to pray that way. End your Mme today by 
praying this… 

Our Father in heaven,  
may your name be kept holy.  

10 May your Kingdom come soon.  
May your will be done on earth,  

as it is in heaven.  
11 Give us today the food we need, 
12 and forgive us our sins,  

as we have forgiven those who sin against us.  
13 And don’t let us yield to tempta=on,  

but rescue us from the evil one.  



We are God’s Masterpiece 

Let’s see what else we can discover about our new idenMty in Christ from the le[er to the 
Ephesians. Read Ephesians 2:4-10. 

Find three things these verses say about God and list them here: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Find three things these verses say about people and list them here: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Write verse 10 here, word for word: 

Genesis 1, the very first chapter of the enMre Bible, tells us some important things about the 
way in which God created the world. The passage makes it clear that humans are the peak of his 
creaMon. In the last few verses of the chapter, we are told of the things God intends to do with 
those he created: 

27 So God created human beings in his own image.  
In the image of God he created them;  
male and female he created them.  

28 Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruipul and mul=ply. Fill the earth and govern it. 
Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the 
ground.”  

God made humans to reflect his character and to partner with him in ruling over this world. 
However, we know that God’s image in humans was tarnished when we chose disobedience and 
self-worship (Genesis 3). We were separated from God, alienated from one another, and 



frustrated in our purpose. “But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much, that even 
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead… 
For he raised us from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
because we are united with Christ Jesus.” 

We, who once stumbled from the very peak of God’s creaMon, have become an even greater 
tesMmony to our ArMst’s work. We are like living sculptures on display to all in heaven and earth,  
showing off his great skill, imagina=on, and resources. What does this mean to us?  

Look again at Ephesians 2:10 (you copied it above). Why were we created anew in Christ Jesus? 

Because of Jesus, we can once again reflect God’s character and partner with him in ruling over 
the world. I had an experience that helped me understand what it might be like for our heavenly 
Father to work alongside of us, his kids… 

A number of years ago we lived in the middle house of a row of three townhouses. This meant 
that, when I had to mow my lawn, I had to mow the front, turn off the mower, and push it around 
one of the other two houses in order to mow the back yard. Having noticed this pattern, one 
afternoon my four-year-old daughter came outside after seeing me finish mowing the front yard to 
ask if she could push the mower to the back yard for me. “Sure,” I told her, “Just grab the 
handlebars and push.” Smiling, she stood on her toes to reach up for the handlebar, grabbed it, 
and gave it everything she had. Nothing happened, not even a noticeable shift in weight. Her 
happy glance became troubled. Realizing her difficulty, I told her to try again. This time, however, I 
told her to push on the lower crossbar. As she did so, I applied my strength to the upper 
handlebar, and the mower began to move. She observed the movement, stopped,  
and looked up at me with a big smile. Then, she turned around and continued to push.  
I did the same. Together we talked and laughed as we finished pushing the mower the  
entire way around the outside yard to the back yard. Honestly, it was the best time  
I’ve ever had working on my lawn.



We are Ci<zens of Heaven 

Have you ever read the book or seen the movie “A Wrinkle in Time?” It’s 
wri[en by a woman named Madeline L’Engle. Here’s something she had to 
say about feeling at home in the world… 

“We are all strangers in a strange land, longing for home, but not quite 
knowing what or where home is. We glimpse it some=mes in our dreams, or 
as we turn a corner, and suddenly there is a strange, sweet familiarity that 
vanishes almost as soon as it comes.”  

What a strange, yet familiar, thought. Have you ever felt that way? 

 
What kind of things have you seen or experienced in the world that have made you long for 
something be[er? 

  

Now for some good news: God has already begun making things be[er, beginning with us! He 
did this by transferring the ciMzenship of those who belong to him from “the world” to 
“heaven.” Here are three Bible passages that talk about how he did this… 

Luke 10:20  

• According to Jesus, what should make his followers rejoice? 

Philippians 3:20-21 

• Where is our ciMzenship?  

• Who else is there?  

• What are we waiMng for? 



• What will Jesus do when he arrives? 

Jesus will one day return and right every wrong. That’s great news, but we have to be careful 
about how we live in light of it. Read Philippians 1:27-30a… 

Above all, you must live as ci=zens of heaven, conduc=ng yourselves in a manner worthy 
of the Good News about Christ. Then, whether I come and see you again or only hear 
about you, I will know that you are standing together with one spirit and one purpose, 
figh=ng together for the faith, which is the Good News. Don’t be in=midated in any way 
by your enemies. This will be a sign to them that they are going to be destroyed, but that 
you are going to be saved, even by God himself. For you have been given not only the 
privilege of trus=ng in Christ but also the privilege of suffering for him. We are in this 
struggle together. 

Today, how might you be able to… 

…conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the Good News about Christ? 

…stand strong with other believers in one spirit and purpose? 

…not be inMmidated by enemies? 

…suffer for Christ? 



We Have Been Brought in to God’s Presence 

The place where humans most belong is in the embrace of our loving God. That’s where we feel 
most at home, at rest, and at peace. However, that embrace had eluded us since we fell to sin in 
the Garden of Eden. Here’s what happened aJerward… 

Then the Lord God said, “Look, the human beings* have become like us, knowing both 
good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then 
they will live forever!” So the Lord God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and 
he sent Adam out to culUvate the ground from which he had been made. AVer sending 
them out, the Lord God staUoned mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden. 
And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the 
tree of life. - Genesis 3:22-24 

What do you read in this passage that speaks to how impossible it would be for humans to 
reenter God’s presence on their own? 

There was no way that humans were going to return to God’s presence without help. All kinds 
of ways had been tried. Sin’s power could not be overcome. But, God provided necessary help, 
himself, in Jesus. 

Jesus overcame sin through submi^ng to crucifixion. When Jesus died, we are told that the 
thick curtain that separated God’s presence from humans in the Jerusalem Temple was torn in 
two, from top to bo[om. Read what Hebrews 10:19-22 says about that moment… 

According to v. 19, how is it that we are now able to enter God’s presence? 

What kind of way was opened into God’s presence (see v. 20)? 

Verses 22-25  tell us what should do, now that we are able to enter God’s presence. There are 
four things listed, and each one begins with the phrase “Let us…” Read verses 22-25, and fill in 
the four blanks below: 



V. 22: Let us _________________________________________________________ 

V. 23: Let us _________________________________________________________ 

V. 24: Let us _________________________________________________________ 

V. 25: Let us _________________________________________________________ 

It was Jesus’ death that made it possible for us to be ushered into the presence of God. I once 
learned how helpful an usher can be. 

On my first wedding anniversary I snagged some =ckets for my wife and I to a Broadway 
show in NYC. Due to some late-running dinner plans, we showed up to the theater a li<le 
late. The show had not yet begun, but the lights had been dimmed. I was stressed 
because I had no idea how to find our seats. You can imagine my relief when a theater 
usher with a small flashlight appeared near the top of the steps. He asked to see our 
=ckets, looked them over with a knowledgable eye, then walked us to our seats so that 
we could enjoy the show. I was so thankful for that usher, who was prepared to meet us 
and lead us through our confusion. In this way, that usher was similar to Jesus. Jesus, the 
light of the world, is the one who is able to lead us through the confusion to our proper 
seat. 

Close your Mme today by approaching God with boldness. Tell Him how you feel today. Ask him 
to help you be faithful in the areas listed above. Go ahead. He is waiMng expectantly to talk with 
you. 



We are United to the Father, Son, and Spirit 

In the previous study we established that Jesus’ crucifixion made it possible for us to be brought 
into God’s presence. In this study, we want to look more deeply at just how closely we are 
invited to go.  

Lewis Sperry Chafer writes these words as he reflects upon the close relaMonship that God 
desires with his people… 

“As perplexing as it is to the human mind, the Scriptures advance dis=nct revela=ons 
regarding rela=onships between the Godhead and the believer, and these rela=onships 
represent reali=es which find no comparisons in the sphere of human experience.”  

Let’s search some Scriptures so that we might be be[er able to understand this close 
relaMonship with God into which we are called.  

1. Read  John 17:20-21. What does Jesus ask His Father to do in verse 21? 

2. Can you think of a way to represent this relaMonship in a drawing? Go ahead and draw it 
here… 



3. In I Corinthians 2:12, we’re told that “…we have received God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), 
so we can know the wonderful things God has freely given us.” 

Read Romans 8:9-11. What does this passage tell us that the Spirit does in us?  

• Verse 9: We are no longer controlled by the _______  _______, but by the 
___________ 

• Verse 11: The same Spirit that ______________ Jesus from the dead lives in us, and he 
will raise us just as he raised Jesus 

God has always existed as Father, 
Son, and Spirit. One God. Three 
persons. Before anything else was 
made, he existed. He created a 
universe in which to place humans 
to share in a loving relaMonship 
with him and to be his image to the 
rest of creaMon. Just as all of God 
was involved in creaMng, all of God 
was involved in returning us to that 
intended place. And that place isn’t 
just a room it’s an embrace. A 
strong and warm and eternal 
embrace of Father, Son, and Spirit. 

Use this thought to help you pray today.  



We Possess Every Spiritual Blessing in Christ 

The theologian Lewis Sperry Chafer, in his SystemaMc Theology, helped us understand 33 things 
that God does in the life of a person when they place their trust in Jesus. They are significant 
changes that become true in a moment, but take more than a lifeMme to fully unpack. This 14-
day study has been inspired by his work.   

The New Testament uses the phrase “in Christ” over 170 Mmes to express the truth of these 
changes in the life of a ChrisMan believer. Underline the phrase “in Christ” in the following 
verses, taking Mme to note how that verse describes this privilege…  

• Romans 6:11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

To be in Christ means to be __________________________________________ 

• Romans 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemna=on for those who are in Christ Jesus.  

To be in Christ means to be __________________________________________ 

• 1 Corinthians 1:4 I always thank God for you because of His grace given you in Christ Jesus.  

To be in Christ means to be __________________________________________ 

• 2 Corinthians 1:20 For no ma<er how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. 
And so through Him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.  

To be in Christ means to be __________________________________________ 

To be “in Christ” is the foundaMon of all the other blessings we receive. All that Jesus has done 
he has shared with us. Because of his work on the cross, our sin and rebellion no longer define 
us. All that is good and right about Jesus can now be said of us. We have traded our story for 
his. We are “in Christ!” 

“All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ.” - 
Ephesians 1:3 



Take a moment to look over this summary of the 33 spiritual blessings God has given to those 
who are “in Christ.”  

Place a * next to the one that is most meaningful to you today.  

Circle the one you want to learn more about…  

End today in prayer, thanking God for the work He has done in your life because of Jesus! 

1. You are forgiven 

2. You became a child of God 

3. You have access to God 

4. You are reconciled to God 

5. You are jusMfied by Christ 

6. You have been placed “in 
Christ”  

7. You are made acceptable to 
God  

8. You receive ciMzenship in 
Heaven  

9. You are part of God’s 
household  

10. You are part of the 
fellowship of saints 

11. You are within the “much 
more” care of God  

12. You will be glorified 

13. You are a partner with Christ 

14. You are on solid rock 

15. You have part in the eternal 
plan of God 

16. You have been redeemed 

17. You have a living relaMonship 
with God  

18. You are free from the law of 
sin and death 

19. You are adopted by God 

20. You are brought close to God 

21. You have been delivered 
from the power of darkness  

22. You have entered into a new 
kingdom  

23. You are a giJ from God the 
Father to Christ  

24. You are circumcised in Christ  

25. You are a member of a royal 
and holy priesthood  

26. You are part of a chosen 
generaMon, a holy naMon 
and a peculiar people  

27. You are His inheritance 

28. You have an inheritance 

29. You are light in the Lord 

30. You have been united to the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit  

31. You are given the Holy Spirit  

32. You are complete in Him 

33. You possess every spiritual 
blessing 


